The Written “I”
Self-check
Open your eyes. Look ahead and around you.
Look at what is written:
I
Hide the written letter.
Find the letter “I” itself, apart from any written instance of it.
Not the person it names. Not an explanation of the letter. The letter itself, without its written form.
Pointing to yourself instead of the inscription does not show the letter apart from its written form. If “the one who is looking,” “consciousness,” or “feeling” is written in its place, more words have been presented.
The words “letter,” “inscription,” “find,” and “hide” are also written. Neither sources nor a completed form are required for this self-check.
Explanation and ending
I
the one who speaks
consciousness
feeling
This is a constructed sequence, not a description of what every reader must experience. Each successive line can be offered as an explanation. It remains written even when it serves as an explanation.
The written “I” does not require a particular person to be assigned to it in advance. A rule, a signature, or a link to what it refers to can be proposed. Even when that link is accepted, the record does not become the person it names.
“Distinguishing” is also written. The word does not distinguish anything merely by appearing. “Report,” “procedure,” “meaning,” “accuracy,” “referent,” and “grounds” receive no exemption. Replacing one term with another adds another explanation.
This applies to every word on these pages, including “every,” “written,” and “applies.” There is no need to list all the words or keep explaining each one without end.
This self-check is not a search for a person who has disappeared, and it does not prohibit the use of words. A record may also refer to itself. What ends here is the expectation that an explanation’s final line will become what it names. Stopping the explanation is not called a proof or a special state.
Text belongs in text.
Neither “I” nor its description becomes you. The word “you” is written too. There is no need for another answer: its final line will not become you.
A word does not become what it names. This applies to the words of this explanation too.
Close this page.





